Theory of Magic 


By M...G..H.°. Frater Perseverantia 


Webster defines magic as: “The art or body of arts, which pretends or is 
believed to produce effects by the assistance of supernatural beings or 
departed spirits, or by the mastery of the secret of nature.” 


This is a fair statement of popular notions about magic, and of what many 
students and practitioners believe. It is far from being an adequate 
definition of what this Order means by the Magic of L.V.X. 


The basis of the Magic of L.V.X. does not depend on pretense. Neither does 
it rest on the insecure foundation of mere belief. It is grounded in 
knowledge confirmed by years of experience, during which both its theory 
and its practice have been subjected to rigorous test. 


The practice of the Magic of L.V.X. does not depend on the assistance of 
supernatural beings. ‘Supernatural’ is a meaningless word for persons who 
understand the principles taught in this Order. We recognize the existence 
of superhuman powers and beings, but they, like ourselves, are part of 
nature, and their activities are within the domain of the principles of natural 
law. Their field of operation, or their habitat, may be superphysical . 
Neither they or it are supernatural. 


The Magic of L.V.X. does not seek the aid of departed ‘spirits.’ The branch 
of magic, so called, which calls upon the dead for help or knowledge is 
necromancy. Together with sorcery, which seeks to employ all the powers 
mentioned by Webster, with goetia, which is mainly concerned with 
coercing evil demons, and with such folk-magic as witchcraft, obeah and 
voodoo (the last two being derived from the lore of African medicine-men), 
necromancy is justly condemned by religion. These forms of magic are anti- 
social. They aim to give those who employ them some sort of advantage 
over, and at the expense of their fellow men. 


Finally the Magic of L.V.X. is not mastery of the secret forces of nature. It 
does employ methods not generally known, and its methods are kept secret 
for us for reasons we find sufficient. Yet we cannot say our magic involves 
mastery of secret forces if mastery means coercion, or any setting aside of 
the laws of nature. One skilled in the Magic of L.V.X. masters his own 
personality. Even then he commands it by being truer to his real nature 
than are most human beings. 


Our definition of the Magic of L.V.X. is: “The art whereby effects are 
produced by man’s use and direction of living forces, present in himself, of 
which some forces are above the level of human self-consciousness, some 


work within the range of man’s self-conscious awareness, and others 
operate in a field of activity below the self-conscious level. All these living 
forces are within man, and they maybe regarded as part of his constitution. 
Furthermore, the Magic of L.V.X. is distinguished from other kinds of Magic 
by its intention, which is extending the beneficent power of the Limitless 
Light, through the personal activities of trained magicians, to the end that 
the good of all men may be secured.” 


The theory of the Magic of L.V.X. includes the following propositions: 


1) ALL THE POWERS IN THE UNIVERSE ARE LIVING, 
INTELLIGENT POWERS, WHICH IN RELATIONSHIP TO HUMAN 
PERSONALITY ARE: 

(a)on the same level; 

(b) above that level; 

(c) below that level. 


2) WHATEVER MEASURE OF PERSONALITY MAY BE ASCRIBED 
TO THESE POWERS, THEY MAY BE CONCEIVED ALSO AS BEING 
SPECIALIZED MANIFESTATIONS OF THE ONE FORCE . 


3) ALL FORMS OF THE ONE FORCE ARE RELATED. ALL ACT AND 
REACT ON ONE ANOTHER. ALL ARE VIRTUALLY, AND 
EFFECTIVELY, OMNIPRESENT, BECAUSE THE ONE FORCE ITSELF 
IS A RADIANT ENERGY PERMEATING ALL SPACE. 


4) THE PECULIAR VIBRATORY RATE CHARACTERIZING A GIVEN 
MANIFESTATION OF THE ONE FORCE MAY BE PICKED UP 
ANYWHERE IN THE UNIVERSE, PROVIDED THERE BE A SUITABLE 
INSTRUMENT. ADJUSTED TO SYNCHRONIZE OR HARMONIZE 
WITH THE RATE OF VIBRATION BELONGING TO THE FORCE OR 
BEING IT IS DESIRED TO UTILIZE. 


5) HUMAN PERSONALITY IS SUCH AN INSTRUMENT, CAPABLE 
OF BEING ADJUSTED TO SYNCHRONIZE WITH THE VIBRATIONS 
SENT FORTH FROM VARIOUS CENTERS OF LIVING LIGHT. 


The forces that are on the same general level as that of self-conscious 
human personality include those which constitute the field of investigation 
for natural science, such as electrical, chemical and physical forces. The 
study and use of these powers which are within the range of man’s senses, 
or which may be inferred to exist because of phenomena which are within 
that range, is Natural Magic. 


In many respects modern science is ahead of the older forms of Natural 
Magic. In one field, that of investigation and application of psychological 
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powers, we moderns have not equaled the attainment recorded in certain 
ancient treatises. The latter employ terms different from those in modern 
books, but when the terminology is understood, a true science stands 
revealed. This is particularly true of writings of certain alchemists. 


The forces above the level of human personality are those which, in the 
works of writers influenced by the Western Tradition, are often called 
“angels.” In Oriental books which are chiefly influenced by Hindu 
philosophy, the same beings appear as “devas,” 


Angels, archangels, principalities, powers, cherubim, seraphim and so on, 
are intensely powerful centers of LIVING LIGHT. Their spiritual radiations 
are present everywhere in the earth’s atmosphere. 


Whether or not these radiations are limited to our solar system, or whether 
they extend beyond it, our present level of knowledge does not permit us to 
say. Nor has this question any bearing on our present inquiry. For us the 
important fact is that these radiations are present everywhere in the solar 
system. Hence they are real presences in every human constitution, 
whether we recognize them or not, just as waves from a broadcasting 
station are present everywhere within range of the station. 


Of these powers above the human level, the most important are the Elohim, 
0000. They are the creative and formative forces mentioned in Genesis and 
in Psalm 8. The psalm says that man’s personality is only a little below 
them, yet they are powers (traditionally the Seven Spirits of God) which are 
given the generic name “God” in the English translation of the Bible. 


The Western Tradition of Magic attributes seven of these powers to the 
Seven Planets of Ancient Astronomy. Their names will be found in other 
texts of the F.L.O. curriculum, and they are not esoteric. What is secret, 
and not to be divulged to persons below this grade of the Order, is that 
these names are vibratory formulas, which might well be compared to the 
chemical formulas of modern science. When pronounced and intoned in 
certain ways which are carefully explained to members of our Second 
Order, these forces become available for various works of the Magic of 
L.V.X. 


Such intonation is part of the work of invocation, which includes also the 
use of other words intended to put the consciousness of the operator in tune 
with the special vibratory rate of these angels. Invocation may be more or 
less roughly described as a process which calls down the activity of forces 
above the human level. The forces themselves are modes of the action of 
the One Life-power, whereby all activities below their level are directed and 
controlled. 


When we invoke them we do not call upon them to aid us in our personal 
aims. The purpose of invocation is to put the personality of the magician in 
tune with superhuman powers, in order that he may become their agent in 
the business of Cosmic Administration. This is the underlying meaning of 
the 32™ Path of Wisdom, named the Administrating or Assisting Intelligence 
to emphasize the idea that a Lord or Lady of the 32™ Path is a person 
consciously dedicated to active participation in the business of carrying on 
the Cosmic Administration. We do not call upon these angels to help us. 
Rather do we, because we understand that a given project falls within the 
field of operation belonging to some angel, offer ourselves as instruments 
through which it may work. Thus we become immediate agents whereby 
the Angelic force is brought to bear. 


The angels are by no means at our beck and call, as if they went from one 
place to another in obedience to a magical summons. Invocation makes us 
channels of expression for these higher forces. As the Bible says, the forces 
themselves “run and return.” We may think of them as currents of the Life- 
power. Each has its own rate of vibration, and its own particular rate of 
functions. 


These higher powers are always present, wherever we may be. ‘They 
remain imperceptible unless we attune ourselves to them. Such attunement 
is by no means always, nor even often, results in any sensory impression 
indicating the presence of the Angel. The evidence that an invocation has 
been successful is usually the fact that the intended consequence of a given 
operation has come to pass. 


The forces below the human level are called into operation for a specific 
magical work by the process known as evocation. We evoke what is below 
us, and invoke what is above. Evocation is really the utilization of a 
relationship already existing between the human personality and the sub- 
human powers. We do not, sometimes, control these powers and at other 
times fail to do so; they respond automatically and continually to impulses 
originating at the level of human consciousness. The form taken by this 
automatic response is determined by the character of the self-conscious 
impulse. 


When the personal Ego is not consciously linked with the powers of the 
superconsciousness, reactions from the sub-human forces may be: 


(a) conducive to human welfare, when the impulse to which the 
reaction correspond are based on right knowledge; 


(b) inimical to human welfare, when these impulses express man’s 
ignorant misinterpretation to himself or his environment. 
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The subhuman entities include those classified in the Western Tradition as 
the inhabitants of the four elements: Salamanders, Undines, Sylphs and 
Gnomes. They live with in the range of the physical plane. As a rule, they 
are outside the range of man’s sensory perceptions, because what may be 
called their ‘bodies’ are complex combinations of forces whose vibratory 
rate is imperceptible to our physical senses. Persons who develop psychic 
extensions of sensation may perceive these entities. There is evidence, also, 
that some of these sub-human beings are able to assume forms which do 
affect ordinary human senses. 


The student, however, should refrain from inviting such visible and tangible 
manifestations. It is no more advantageous to see, or otherwise sense, 
invisible entities of the subhuman level than it is for a chemist to see the 
forces at work in a test-tube. The chemist knows the forces are present, 
and secures his results by combinations of their potencies. The 
consequences of their activity are perceptible. 


The Qlippoth, or shells of the dead, are entities employed in necromancy. 
Some of the practices of modern spiritualists are survivals and adaptations 
of the ancient evil magic. Our work has nothing to do with the Qlippoth, nor 
with the powers of discarnate human beings. In no instance does the Magic 
of L.V.X. evoke either ‘shells’ or ‘spirits’ of the dead. There is one branch of 
the Magic of L.V.X. which has to do with processes to effect a rapid 
disintegration of the shells, so that the forces bound in them may be 
released. And another branch of the work concerns itself with releasing 
what are sometimes known as “earthbound spirits” from entanglement with 
their astral shells. But neither of these special applications of magic seeks 
aid from either the shells or the discarnates. 


Sorcery and goetia are excluded from the true Magic of L.V.X., because they 
are systems whereby the magician seeks aid of another class of entities 
whose present habitat is the astral plane, or abode of the shades. By 
universal consent, these entities are regarded as being demons, inimical to 
man. 


In a text like this we need not enter into a detailed account of the esoteric 
doctrine concerning these entities. Neither is it of primary importance, in 
studying the theory of magic, to determine whether these inimical entities 
have been degraded temporarily from higher levels. Occult doctrine 
concerning these matters always has been reserved for a class of students 
whose attainments are far beyond those to which any of us may lay claim. 


Such portions of it as have been released for our enlightenment indicate 
that the ‘hostiles’ so include certain classes of beings who, for some reason, 
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have been degrades from higher estate. Besides them, it appears, there are 
other inimical entities dangerous to man, not so much because of conscious 
malice, as for reasons similar to those which make lions and tigers 
dangerous on the physical plane. Under certain conditions, great adepts 
are able to tame these non-malicious yet hostile entities, and even effect 
permanent transformation of their natures. This, however, is not for 
beginners. 


Sorcery and goetia seek to coerce the higher inimical intelligences, or 
demons, by means of conjurations employing various Divine Names in a 
manner wholly foreign to the true spirit of religion. Both systems attempt 
to control the ‘wild-animal’ type of entity by various devices, which are 
fundamentally alike in that they seek to rule by making the entities fear the 
Magician. 


Sorcery goes sometimes so far as to enter into pacts with these inimical 
entities. That the whole notion of pacts may be utter delusion may be 
conceded. Yet any system which includes delusion will lead to most serious 
consequences for him who attempts to put it into practice. Furthermore, 
sorcery is basically anti-social. Nor is this all. Sorcery, by calling upon the 
aid of the inimical forces, more or less allies the magician with powers 
which he himself considers to be evil. And besides this, such an alliance, 
even if it be utter delusion, amounts to a confession of the magician’s own 
weakness and inadequacy. For sorcery always assumes the more or less 
objective, and certainly the independent and separate, existence of the 
powers it works with. 


Goetia (so named by reasons of the howling, repetitive incantations in which 
it abounds) seeks to command or coerce the hostile forces. It is full of long 
conjurations, and often resorts to dreadful threats of condign punishment. 
It also assumes the independent objective powers it tries to control, and is 
therefore equally dangerous with sorcery, because of the false assumptions 
it breeds in the subconscious mind of the magician. 


The tradition of our Order admits the existence of inimical forces. They are 
the evil demons mentioned here and there in our rituals. To be ignorant of 
their existence is to run some measure of risk, because they impersonate 
beings of superhuman orders, and often succeed in imposing upon the 
credulity of persons who ought to know better. The motive behind such 
impersonations appears more often to be mischief, but sometimes it seems 
to be deliberate desire to obstruct human progress. There seem to be 
hostile powers that delight in destructiveness and disintegration. And there 
is abundant evidence that these powers work through human agencies, 
among which there are a number of organizations here on earth whose 
directing heads are consciously allied with forces they themselves regard as 
evil. For it is one of the amazing facts of human psychology that a relatively 
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high level of personal intelligence and ability is no means incompatible with 
deliberate preference for anti-social objectives. They who do not admit this 
are simply blind to facts within the range of everyday observation. There 
are men and women all over the world who really love evil for its own sake, 
and devote themselves to active opposition to all that is held to be good. 
That such persons are the victims of delusion is true; but while delusion 
persists, the whole force of their personal activities is directed to furthering 
the disintegrative processes of the universe. This is not said to frighten you. 
It is simply a statement of fact, verifiable by your own observation. This 
fact is the basis of the clause in our obligation which binds us to use all our 
powers for naught but good. 


Such use of powers is the best protection against inimical forces. Evil men 
and inimical entities have no power to injure one who practices the Magic of 
L.V.X., because the entire system which goes by this name is one which 
makes man a conscious agent of the beneficent forces of the universe. 


To avert danger it is necessary to be forewarned. Necessary, also to 
understand what means may be employed to counteract the danger. As in 
every other utilization of the forces of nature, ignorance constitutes the 
greatest danger. Fear, we are taught, is failure; but it is perfectly possible 
to exercise intelligent precaution without fear. 


What should be noticed particularly is the proposition numbered 2, 
mentioned earlier in this lesson. In various texts of the curriculum issued to 
our Associate Members, the ONE FORCE is adequately described. It is the 
Astral Light of Eliphas Levi. It is the Prana of the Yogis. 


Even in the physical plane, it is part of the atmosphere. We breath it with 
our physical lungs; but we also absorb its finer forms of manifestation 
through the function of etheric and astral ‘organs’ corresponding to the 
lungs. (Here the student should be careful not to build up too literal a 
picture of the lungs formed from the etheric or astral ‘matter.’ The etheric 
‘organs,’ conceivably, have not even a remote resemblance to the physical 
ones. They do, however, perform a similar function.) 


Readers familiar with the Tree of Life’s attributions should observe that 
Yesod, the Sephirah corresponding to the 2=9 Grade, is one of three which 
correspond to the element Air. The two others are Tiphareth and Kether. 
The ‘air’ to which they correspond is 990 Ruach, the Universal Spirit. Yesod 
is the special field of its subconscious, or automatic, manifestations. 
Tiphareth is the field of its self-conscious expression. Kether is the seat of 
its superconscious activities. 


In our Lodges, these three are represented by the three Chief Officers, for 
the Archon, who sits in the West, wears a Black Mantle symbolizing the 
darkness which veils the operations of the subconsciousness, but carries the 
sword which is a symbol of the element air. 


The Architect is the representative of the central spiritual entity, the 
indwelling Ego. The Adept represents the superconscious Self, of which the 
indwelling Ego is a reflection. The mantles of these Officers correspond by 
their colors to the three segments of the Herald’s staff. In this Grade it is 
impossible to give a full explanation of the apparent contradiction which 
puts the red segment of the staff between the black and the white; but later 
on learn that the contradiction is only apparent. We speak of it now so that 
you may begin to ask yourself questions about it. This will prepare you for 
the explanation given in a Higher Grade. It may even give you the right 
answer before you receive the official explanation. 


The magical force is continually in circulation. It never stands still. The 
attempt to fix it in a permanent form is a grave mistake. Forms we must 
have, but a fundamental principle is that all forms are, and should be, 
temporary. The insane desire to keep any form in status quo is responsible 
for many human miseries. While forms are serviceable, they endure because 
they work. They should not be embalmed like Egyptian mummies. 


In the alchemical books, therefore, there are two key words which apply to 
all magical operations. The first is Solve, and the other is Coagula. (In 
some Tarot packs they are written on the arms of the Devil in Key 15, 
because Solve has to do with the primary work in mastering any problem, 
and Coagula has to do with the process which makes mastery complete.) 


Every magical work is addressed to overcome some apparently adverse 
condition or appearance. This necessitates, in the first stage of the work, 
the dissolution of the form taken by the condition into its essence. 


In this part of the work we are dealing with analysis; and properly 
conducted analysis always breaks down a threatening, adverse form to 
reveal essence, or forces, which when understood are seen to be perfectly 
good and useful in themselves. This analysis, however, is insufficient. It 
must be followed by coagulation, or a new synthesis, which projects into 
manifestation a new form. This new form utilizes the very same forces 
which before seemed to constitute a threat. The old alchemist and the 
modern psychologist employ for this process of projecting a new form 
precisely the same word: sublimation._ 


On a previous page we spoke of a magical process whereby power, locked, 
so to say, in the Qlippoth or shells, may be released. The principle should 
be clear from what has just been said. When we ‘dissolve’ the Qlippoth, we 
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do destroy, or put an end to, their forms. But notice that to destroy and to 
annihilate are not the same. Destruction is necessary, and means just what 
it says - the bringing to an end some specific structural formation. See Key 
16 of Tarot for a symbol of this. But the work of destruction actually is a 
liberation, and sets free the energy locked shells, which are astral forms - 
husks of what were once living, specialized entities. 


Another important point in the theory of the Magic of L.V.X. is illustrated 
by Tarot Key 1. Self-conscious human personality is a conductor of energy 
from a plane above its own level to planes below. What modern psychology 
calls “instrumentation” means just this, so does the title of the 32™ Path. 


The forces which enable us to be magicians are already within us, but the 
power which does the work is already above the level of human personality. 
By the utilization of our inner forces we make adjustments. These are 
necessary in order that the higher, superphysical forces may work down 
through us to effect transformations in the subconscious field. The latter, 
as you have been taught in other parts of the F.L.O. curriculum, includes 
the living, intelligent energies of all forms of manifestation below the level 
of human personality, down to the seemingly unconscious forces of the 
mineral kingdom. 


Thus the theory of magic includes the doctrine that man may, and does, 
effect transformations, even in the ‘matter’ of the physical plane, without 
resorting to the ordinary proceures of the physicist and chemist. Once 
conceded what has been scientifically attested at Lourdes - that abscesses, 
tumors, cancers and tuberculosis have been completely, and almost 
instantaneously, healed in that truly magical shrine of prayer - and you 
must proceed to the logical conclusion that physical and chemical 
transformations are involved in such healing which are in no respect 
different from other types of miracle. 


A miracle is not a violation of natural law, nor is it a capricious setting aside 
of the law by the Will of God. Rather it is a supreme manifestation of the 
truth that there are laws and forces at work, even on the physical plane, 
which are not less because so few persons recognize them or know how to 
use them. 


The Magic of L.V.X. gives man his rightful ascendancy over all subhuman 
expressions of the Life-power’s activity. We say “gives,” but what really 
occurs is that the intelligent practice of magical procedures unfolds skills 
latent in every human being. There is no person destitute of the 
fundamental power. Persons do differ widely in efficacy and precision with 
which they apply their powers. Yet small skill may develop into great 
proficiency, and it is no exaggeration to say that every person may use the 
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Magic of L.V.X. to effect a complete transformation of his personality, so 
that it become an instrument whereby extraordinary modifications of 
environment may be effected. 


The true magician, then, is a collaborator with the Life-power. Much of his 
practice consists of getting his personal thought, speech and action into 
thorough accord with the under-lying principles of cosmic activity. He 
offers himself as a vehicle for expressing WHAT REALLY IS, and thus 
overcomes the negative appearances resulting from man’s creative 
projection of delusion. 


The magician goes with nature. He works with her laws, never against 
them. If he is ignorant, he may attempt various impossible tasks; and the 
Neophyte Obligation indicates what some of them are, and indicates also 
that such endeavors to break natural laws, whether by anti-social conduct, 
by faithlessness, or by want of perseverance, make a person his own judge, 
and even his own executioner. 


Magic is the art of adaptation...of inner adaptation to external 
circumstances beyond our present immediate control...of ultimate 
transformation of the very forms which, in the beginning, we seem obliged 
to accept. A magician accepts the present situation as the inevitable 
consequence of all preceding activities. He accepts his presence in that 
situation as being in large measure the result of his own personal attitudes 
and choices. 


This acceptance of the present situation is of utmost importance. It rids the 
mind of all negative emotions. Fear, anger, the disposition to blame, or 
even to look for something or someone to blame, can have no place in the 
mind purified by this practice of accepting the present situation as 
inevitable. 


Yet acceptance applies only to NOW, or what is PAST. Once we understand 
how to apply the power of dissolution to any particular situation, we learn 
that we never are under any compulsion to accept either past or present as 
a picture of what may be expected in the future. For the Magic of L.V.X. 
enables man to create future conditions to a fit preconceived image. 


The training of man’s imagination is what is most important in magical 
practice. Every device of word, symbol, action and even sense-stimulation 
(as in the use of incense or perfume), is directed toward building a clear 
image of the result intended by the magical operation. 


Magical work, therefore, has two main aspects or phases. First comes the 
facing of a specific problem. This comes first because no effective work is 
possible unless it be directed toward overcoming some specific appearance 
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into its essence. As a result of this dissolution, it becomes evident what 
principle is manifesting negatively in the appearance it is desired to 
overcome. Remember, the miracles of the Magic of L.V.X. are invariably 
miracles (“wonder works”) of liberation. They set free the powers bound 
into destructive or inadequate forms. Thus the solution of any problem is 
always in the problem and results from perceiving, through dissolution, the 
actual nature of the force hidden by a threatening or adverse outward 
appearance. 


When this perception is clear, the second part of the magical operation may 
be begun. It is an act of recombining, in a better image, the same forces 
which are now at work in the form to be changed. This is an act of creative 
imagination. 


But this second stage of a magical operation includes something else. By 
many devices that have been developed through the centuries of occult 
investigation and practice, the operator attunes his consciousness to the 
special forms of vibratory energy which are to be combined in the 
projection of his new image. By this means, he heightens his realization 
that all these forms of energy are aspects of the ONE FORCE. He relates 
himself to the higher order of beings which are above and behind the outer 
manifestations of the forces he seeks to control. 


He invokes the higher forces and evokes related forces which are below the 
level of human personality. Behind both invocation and evocation is the 
theory that no force anywhere is out of relationship with man. Behind these 
two methods is also the theory that all forms of force are essentially living, 
essentially conscious, essentially responsive to man’s mental activity. 


This, admittedly, is theory. Yet it is a theory for which there is an 
abundance of evidence. Just now it happens to be a theory toward which 
scientists (particularly physicists and psychologists) seem to be inclined 
more and more. Well for them if they accept it without reservation, for they 
will proceed to act upon it, and as Eliphas Levi predicted long since, “we 
shall return to the transcendental magic of the Chaldeans.” 


A Magician looks upon all things as being alive, and responsive to his 
mental imagery. He knows that what he sees with his mind’s eye is just as 
truly an object as a chair or a stone. He knows that by turning this mental 
pattern over to subconsciousness, forces may be set in motion which will 
build actual physical forms to correspond to it. 


Just how this building is accomplished, he may not know. Fortunately he 
does not need this particular kind of knowledge in order to be a successful 
Magician. Just as any man, by selecting the right foods, and eating them in 
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balanced proportions, may be sure that his physical body will be properly 
fed, even if he is wholly ignorant of the complicated process of assimilation, 
so may the magician select his mental pattern — and leave the 
materialization to the subconscious powers in charge of this part of the 
work. 


Indeed, and important part of the theory of magic is this: It is neither 
necessary nor advisable to investigate to closely what be termed the 
mechanics of magic, insofar as they relate to subconscious activities. Here 
we may profit from the nonsense verse: 


“The Centipede was happy quite, 

Until the Frog in fun, 

Said, ‘Pray, which leg comes after which?’ 
This wrought his mind to such a pitch, 

He lay distracted in the ditch, 
Considering how to run.” 


What is needful in the way of theory has been set forth in these pages. It 
provides a sufficient basis on which to build your structure of practice. Only 
by practice will you ever know whether theory is true. Thus it is not 
necessary for you to accept it, either wholly or in part. You do need to know 
what the theory IS, because no intelligent performance of the Magic of 
L.V.X. may be undertaken without such knowledge. The extent to which 
you need to exercise faith or belief, however, is small. It is enough if you 
believe the theory is given to you in good faith, by persons who have had 
some opportunity to test it. 


To find out for yourself whether the theory is true, you have to act upon it. 
You begin by assuming that possibly it may be true. You realize that this 
system has been a basis for a system of practice which has taken centuries 
upon centuries to develop. You understand there is a mass of opposing 
testimony to the truth of the theory, and to the validity and actually of the 
Magic of L.V.X. 


But you do not stop there, though just now, in your progress through our 
Order, you do pause to digest and assimilate what has been explained in 
these pages, and what is taught symbolically and by various other devices in 
the rituals and lectures of this Grade. In due time you will begin to test this 
theory. At first in small ways, some of them far from spectacular, and many 
of them calling for a good deal of persistent repetition before you acquire 
the knack of doing the thing right, you will be practicing the Magic of 
L.V.X., throughout the rest of your association with our Order. 
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The more quickly you make yourself perfectly familiar with what this lecture 
has taught, the sooner you will be ready to advance. Yet it may be wise to 
make haste slowly just here. 


Read this lecture carefully, many times. Do more. Make an abstraction of 
its doctrine, and develop the skeleton outline to which you will have 
reduced this lecture, using your own words. Seek, moreover, to illustrate 
the various points of theory in ways which are different from those used in 
this lecture. In so writing your very own thesis on the Theory of Magic you 
will lay a foundation which you will find adequate support for all future 
ventures in practical occultism. This thesis must be presented to the Chiefs 
before you may be advanced to the next Grade. 


Work? Of course, but if you approach it in the right spirit, it need not be 
hard labor. The less you think of your occult obligations as being duties, 
and the more you think of them as being your means for participating in the 
most fascinating of games man can play — the game of personal liberation — 
the sooner you will enter with proper zest into the acquisition of the forms 
of knowledge and skills which will apply in the higher, and more active, 
Grades of our Fraternity. 


MAY LIGHT BE TRULY EXTENDED 
UPON YOU. 
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